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Having read only one previous novel, The Purple Plain, 
English author Bates, (and that its serial- 
position venture evaluation his aggregated 
work. But The Scarlet Sword top-flight novel, and 
most auspicious beginning for new year. Almost 
the fiction-reader requires here proper 
proportion, action, variety characterization, setting 
that not banal, and flavor romance, all these 
with that compassionate respect for the diver- 
maturity. 

The story laid Kashmir, valley within sight 
Nanga Parbat, one the highest and most awesome 
the Himalayas, the time when India was con- 
the cleavage Pakistan from India, Mos- 
lem from Hindu, national emergence from two cen- 
British domination. And this setting 
narrowed down the confines Catholic mission 
compound, clinging hillside that overlooks the 
river flowing peacefully through the threat 
and rumor Pathan raid, with well-grounded fears 
its concomitant rapings and murders and pillaging, 
has brought the shelter the mission compound 
heterogeneous crowd refugees, mostly women and 
children, mostly non-Christian and native. few 
cesual visitors are also caught within these narrow 
limits the night the raid suddenly breaks upon the 
ompound, among them the war-correspondent Crane, 
and the Bombay prostitute Kaushalya. The two priests 
who are operating the mission are both stout; but Father 
Anstey was old and only stout; while Father Simpson 
was still young and was fat; what more, seemed 
something dreamer. The group nuns 
who maintained the hospital and infirmary, numbered 
among them representatives many nations; but none 
quite like the girl McAlister, who had come there after 
anervous breakdown following years war-service 
anurse with the forces the Far East, thinking 
devote her life nun, she could decide that she 
was suitable for such life. Among the Europeans 
refuge the mission were young Colonel 
Mathieson and his wife, boisterous Mrs. Maxted and 
her daughter Julie. 

Father Simpson goes down the rivershore meet 
the ferry bringing Crane the mission; when the two 
ative the mission gates, Father Anstey gives them 
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the news that the Pathans from the north have made 
invasion and are approaching, butchering they 
come. Crane, Father Simpson and Colonel Mathieson 
spend the afternoon digging trench for shelter, and 
continue the work after supper mutton and potatoes 
until near midnight. The invaders descend upon them 
few moments later and for ten days the pitiful group 
are terrorized not only the Pathans, but bombings 
from planes the opposing faction. Mrs. Maxted dies 
bullet wound, Mrs. Mathieson killed, Dr. 
Baretta’s husband (they are both Eurasians) disappears, 
does Sister Teresalina. Father Simpson proves 
the tower strength that keeps the group sane and 
relatively safe after the first onslaught; but still 
awkward figure, and still priest with conscience 
that accuses him for harsh words and anger aroused 
the maraudering Pathans. has thought 
himself trying aid those who have fallen under 
the care himself and Father Anstey. becomes 
one the most humanly heroic figures modern fic- 
tion, and entirely credible. Crane, too, emerges 
person, and falls love with Julie. Nurse McAlister 
has her own problems, not the least which her 
effort preserve the peace she had begun find 
prayerful life; and even the taciturn Kaulshaya seems 
have found measure redemption before she 
leaves the mission after quiet has been restored. 


Mr. Bates has handled his material expertly, and the 
result thoroughly satisfying novel, the reading 
which succeeds recreating the scene vivid detail, 
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and recreating the fears and fatigues the tortured 
days recounts. one wonders how and why was 
that all those within the mission compound were 
not murdered the first night during the first days 
two afterwards, may because the command- 
ing presence the convent-educated Sikander Shah, 
the Afridi tribal officer who himself was later killed 
and died with crucifix his hands after stubbornly 
demanding talk Father Simpson. 


should pointed out that there are very few indi- 
cations this book which would make clear that 
Mr. Bates intends this mission which the action takes 
place Roman Catholic Anglo-Catholic mission. 
But the use the rosary and the presence Glasgow- 
born Nurse McAlister and the Spanish Sister Teresa- 
lina should clear the ambiguity. And should, 
perhaps, repeat that this mature novel and for the 
more mature readers; though cannot think any- 
thing that would harm disedify normally in- 
telligent adolescent. 
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Barrett, William The Left Hand God 
Doubleday. Jan. 11, 1951. 275p. $3.00. 

The descendants Simon Magus have been numerous 
the world fiction. Fascinated the possibilities 
plot involving bogus priest, writers have made 
wide use this material. The sham cleric has been 


employed such far separated authors Sir Walter 
Scott, who introduced passingly Ivanhoe, and 


Sylvia Townsend Warner, who used The 
Corner That Held Them, few years ago. The tale 
under present review built entirely around the activi- 
ties and problems such pretender. 


Flying China after wartime service, Jim Carmody 
injured crash, and becomes 
lieutenant Mieh Yang, bandit war lord, whose 
men rescued Carmody and nursed him back health. 
gradual diminishing Yang’s favor makes escape 
imperative. Carmody seizes the opportunity afforded 
the death, the bandit’s headquarters, Father 
O’Shea, missionary priest route isolated 
station. appropriates the priest’s papers and bag- 
gage, and, assuming Father O’Shea’s name and sacred 
character, presents himself the mission. Kwan, 
old convert, dying, has strangely announced that 
priest coming that night. Pressed into service 
Anne Scott, Catholic Nurse, Carmody hears the 
man’s recital his sins, and performs mummery 
Absolution. Then caught the net circumstances, 
Carmody deliberately acts the role priest, reading 
Mass and dispensing the Sacraments. 


The enormity his sacrilege weighs the 
ader his own neglected faith catches fire from the 
earnestness those about him. Because cannot 
bring himself disclose the imposture the nurse, 
the Jewish doctor and his wife who are serving 
the mission hospital, Carmody finally tells his story 
neighboring Protestant missionary. His deception 
roundly rebuked the outraged Mr. Marvin, whose 
direction Carmody sends letter the 
local Bishop. While awaiting the Bishop’s commands, 


Best 


saves both missions—and himself—from the yep, 
geance Mieh Yang, and belatedly explains his 
tion Miss Scott, with whom has fallen 
The representative the Bishop arrives next day 
companion priest newly appointed take over 
work the mission. Carmody blames himself 
for the situation that has been created, 
accept whatever penance may imposed him 
city meet the Bishop, and eventually, Miss 


The plot this story rests great impossibility 
Jim Carmody could not have mastered single 
the intricacies the ceremonial the Mass; nor 
have deceived those accustomed observe 
ritual actions priest trained through years 
form the sacerdotal services. References 
edge Latin acquired college classes, and 
recollections what other priests had done years 
fore, are mere nonsense. Neither Miss Scott nor the 
Chinese Catholics could have been easily imposed 
upon. All the author’s naive explanations how the 
deception was effected leave Catholic reader 
tical. would seem that, this matter, Mr. 
has deceived only himself. 


Although the tone the book reverent, there 
echoes the loose theological thinking Dr. Cronin 
The Keys the Kingdom. are informed 
success maintaining the faith China depends 
the size mission’s supply rice (p. 224), and that 
the divine commission the Church teach all men 
longer holds for those whom God speaks through 
The Book” (p. disbelieving Dr. Dave 
man Cronin’s Dr. Wullie new guise, but with 
the same sound heart and questioning mind. And 
how one understand the more than human knowl 
edge Kwan, who predicted the priest’s coming 
the rain? Did God collaborate deceiving the old 
man? Catholics will wonder, too, that Joseph 
Arimathaea and not Simon Cyrene assisted Christ 
carrying the Cross the way Calvary (p. 108). 


Perhaps the story, entertaining and written with 
obvious industry and skill, will bring into relief thos 
words easily passed over the 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P. 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 
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Cry Above the Winds 


Bartlett, 
$3.00. 


Morrow. Jan. 1951. 
Perhaps the darkest page the history continental 
United States the tale the secularization the 
Missions California and the subsequent plundering 
the natives both their land and their Faith. This 

dark hour the subject first novel Bartlett. 


Into the home Don Carlos Cataloni, Spaniard re- 
California, comes Timothy Motte, red 
headed young Bostonian, who comes seek his for- 
tune, and incidentally act agent for crusty New 
England sea dog, Captain Abel. Timothy attracted 
Don’s daughter Marianna, noted for her wit and 
dowry. The singleness the attraction disturbed 
the appearance Carmelita, Mission half-breed, 
who later revealed the illegitimate daughter 
Don Carlos. Carmelita devoted Father Sarria, 
Franciscan Missionary, who, attempting protect 
the natives and their birthright, the missions, has in- 
curred the wrath the civil government. Carmelita’s 
companion hunchback native Sombra. Among the 
minor characters Juan Bautista Alvardo, wily young 
politician, who trying secularize the missions and 
become the governor the province, native son 
platform. Another Captain Matute who lusts after 
Carmelita. 


The story opens with the arrival Timothy LaMotte 
and his meeting the Cataloni clan. Carmelita arrives 
with Sombra. She brings with her precious chalice, 
saved from the plunder the missions, and stil! sought 
the government. This, Carmelita entrusts Tim- 
othy’s safekeeping. The almost simultaneous arrival 
the governor brings freedom Father Sarria who has 
been imprisoned for five years for resisting the secular- 
laws. The old Franciscan leaves Carmelita 
Don Carlos’ protection goes off re-establish 
the mission Soledad. does this only after has 
told Don Carlos that the Don her father. Captain 
Abel sails off China leaving Timothy carry 
California. The new governor quickly deposed. His 
successor enforces strict secularization, stationing com- 
pany dissolute soldiers Soledad. Marianna 
jealousy, denounces Timothy the owner the 
stolen chalice. Timothy and Don Carlos are impri- 
the mission the aging Father Sarria 
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control the soldiers who drive the neophytes the 
hills. Their plans invade the sleeping quarters 
the virgins are ruined earthquake. Sombra kills 
Captain Matute who revealed the soldier who 
years before had kicked Sombra and caused his de- 
formity. Sombra rushes back Monterey and admits 
that stole the chalice. dies the court room. 
this time Timothy, now free, decides that wants 
marry Carmelita. 


The story perfect setup for movie scenario. 
rather pat little tale, well worked out. two 
dimensional writing. Motivation the large neg- 
lected. The author’s sympathy with the missionary 
and his work; yet she never gets inside him. She never 
explains tries understand the attitude the 
Church protecting the natives. Neither does she 
try understand the motivations the secularizers. 
Mere love money and possessions too simple 
explanation the thing. 


Any group readers will enjoy the story. The writing 
nice clear prose, which reads easily and 
good first novel. may portend many good things 
for the future. 

James Redding, Ph.D., 

Emmanuel College, 

Boston, Massachusetts 


* 
Vaughan, Richard Moulded Earth 
Dutton. Jan. 12, 1951. 256p. $3.00. 


Like many other recent books about the less accessible 
parts the British Isles, this novel lays tremendous 
stress locale and atmosphere. Such emphasis is, 
course, legitimate one; this particular story the 
love affair between two young people whose families 
are bitterly hostile each other has elements 
which make strictly indigenous the Welsh coun- 
tryside which set. The characters are easily 
understood once their background known and much 
the motivation clear once the customs and tradi- 
tions the country are clearly grasped. The story 
simple that demands setting worked out with 
elaborate care: the lovers succeed meeting and, 
eventually, marrying, but the family feud ends 
the death tragic accident the oldest son each 
family. 

writer can easily lured into attempting novel 
this sort thinks that has new region new 
people present the reading world. Unfortunately, 
his success creating the very necessary atmosphere 
depends upon the turn delicate balance. 
uses peculiar dialect and strange idioms, must make 
them ring true; relying ordinary words worn smooth 
the ages, must set forth imagery that truly new 
and delicately evocative; and then, atmosphere 
his own creation, must unfold good, coherent 
tale. This novel, Mr. Vaughan’s first, and the first 
trilogy according the publishers, cannot regarded 
successful attempt vivid presentation life 


Welsh farm. 


The author seems have good ear for dialogue arid 
has made the idiom plainly but, for the greater part, 
unobtrusively Welsh. Though times the imagery 
merely conventional, frequently fresh and clear. 


Roberts 


Yet, strangely enough, because the plot poor, 
strained thing, the very atmosphere the story suffers. 
For instance, the terror and strangeness the night are 
dominant the mind the narrator the beginning; 
then the eeriness disappears the youth wanders 
freely over the countryside lover’s quest; returns 
toward the end the book, dragged very ob- 
vious device, when the contrived plot demands little 
additional atmosphere come off all. Even 
the language the narrator reflects the lapses struc- 
ture; peculiar, and sometimes irritating, impersonal 
construction, familiar readers How Green Was 
Valley, crops the beginning and end the 
novel but practically drops from sight between. 


Some the story’s deficiencies are due faulty con- 
ception the characters the young lovers. They 
are apparently both their twenties, have been for 
some time deep and ardent mutual love, yet are 
people whose emotions not seem 
have been fully awakened. They lie for long periods 
close embrace, yet the purely physical aspect their 
mutual attraction dawns but late and almost accident- 
ally the young man. Then, once does dawn upon 
him, becomes obsession, that poetic descrip- 
tions and the story the family feud are merely 
undercurrent the story sexual fascination. Though 
the author seems share the young man’s idealistic 
toward the girl, yet reveals her fairly 
earthy view love. general, the psychology the 


twenty-year-old lover, with his capacity for confusion 


and sense guilt, seems beyond the grasp 
Mr. Vaughan. 

The formula facile one: picture provincial life, 
its old hates strong enough imperil the most 
idyllic love. provide realism and sustain interest, 
there frequent and prominent mention the sex 
life the village. all easy and patent that 
puts one guard. Even this trusty old formula, 
however, poorly carried out. The opposition between 
the two families seems always mounting 
climax—but cannot quite reach crisis lest the story 
end too soon. One incident after another sputters out 
into nothing until seems that the whole trouble was 
not even tempest teapot but just few random 
bubbles. after the young people are married, 
there sudden terrible climax. Its magnitude de- 
mands emotional response from the reader but there 
none that continuous, horribly perceptible ap- 
proach sorrow that story this sort needs for 


success. 
William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York City 


Roberts, Kenneth 
Henry Gross and His Dowsing Rod 
Doubleday. Jan. 310p. $3.00. 
Every literate citizen these United States must 
aware, this time, that Kenneth Roberts not only 
thoroughly scholarly student the 
illuminates his novels, but also enthusiastic 
esident the State Maine, the down-eastest all 
the forty-eight states. owns and enjoys comfort- 
able farm acreage calls “Rock Pasture”, near Kenne- 


Best 


bunkport, and has naturally been concerned about 
adequate water supply there, for personal use, 
irrigation, and occasion for fighting back 
forest fires which might destroy his home and holding 
And water has been problem for farmers Maine 
(and for city-dwellers well), particularly since 
prolonged and almost disastrous droughts the 
The water-table the area, depending regular 
normal rainfall, has decreased alarmingly. was 
sary find deep springs underground veins wate 
which would not affected the droughts. 
such hidden water supplies, Mr. Roberts called 
the services several water-dowsers, but none suc 
Maine, Henry Gross. Henry Gross proved 
phenomenally gifted water dowser that Mr. 
became interested, then enthused, and ardent 
pion the but indubitably 
art water-dowsing. This book defense 
art and plea for wider and saner appreciation 
this yet inexplicable and rare human gift. 
Water-dowsing, water-divining, ancient art 
Yet seems simple that easily 
what power can certain individuals, and only 
tain ones, hold their fingers flexible Y-shaped 
branch, (and most dowsers prefer fresh 
sapling fork, fruit wood, hazel, willow, 
maple, depending the individual taste 
ence), and having intention bending it, twisting 
moving it, find that the branch will, under 
turn downward move from side side, 
even against the resistance the who holds 
Yet that phenomenon occurs, and occurs most fre 
quently when these certain, peculiarly endowed 
viduals, pass above water flowing underground. 
quently enough, one digs carefully the spot where 
branch bends downward most sharply, one will 
find free-flowing stream fresh, clear and cool water, 


But course, the history dowsing, there have 
been many instances failures such metho 
finding water. Mr. Roberts quite reasonably suggests 
that the failures may due (a) the inexperience 
the dowser, always supposing that she nota 
mere charlatari, and his her inability interpret 
the “signs”; (b) the fact that some dowsers are sensi- 
tive iron and other minerals, well water, and 
that these therefore mistake one for another; (c) the 
carelessness the diggers and their failure follow 
the directions the dowser location, method 
digging, method walling the sides the 
well-hole, etc.; (d) the disbelief and actual scorn 
the “scientist”, geologist, and 
headed” plain superstitious people. 

The facts Mr. Roberts presents his observations 
the development the dowsing skill Henry Gross 
through period three years challenge attention and 
serious consideration. Amazing they are, and they 
are amazing indeed, they are well attested. there 
considerable evidence throughout the book that there 
are others equally gifted this phenomenon, not the 
least which British dowser, Miss Evelyn Penrose, 
who can “divine” water courses, hitherto unknown and 
uncharted, running sensitive fingers over 
scale map the area; whose reaction subterranean 
water and some hidden ores powerful enough 
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times twist her side throw her the earth, when 
she passes over them. 


The most amazing feat performed Henry Gross 
recounted this absorbing book his uncanny yet 
accurate prediction the existence four “water 
domes” the island prediction made 
home Kennebunkport, Maine, almost year before 
the sites indicated were drilled and found give 
fne flow fresh, clear, cool water island that 
for four hundred years had heen depending entirely 
catching rain basins for its water And one 
the most suspenseful accounts Mr. Roberts’ story 
his struggles with the disbelief and apathy the 
Berumdans themselves his attempts bring them 
water time when the island was danger- 
dry ard water had imported ship. 

Admit the fact the phenomenon, Mr. Roberts’ 
plea, and study and try develop it; for 
mportant civilization the search for energy from 
the atom. Henry Gross not the only water-dowser 
who can develop his finding, almost infallibly, 
not only water source, but predicting almost ex- 
actly its depth, its width, and its flow, and whether 
not drinkable not. What Henry Gross’ power 
what causes certain people possess this special 
what part the rod plays the divination, 
one knows present. But because not 
understand the causes the phenomenon, need 
not deny the fact the phenomenon. Indeed, 
deny the facts presented here, for Mr. Roberts 
has sure have supporting witnesses. Whatever 
the reader’s conclusions will be, will not able 
deny that was fun reading about Henry Gross and 
Kenneth Roberts and the dowsing rod. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Hough, Henry Bettle Once More the Thunderer 
Washburn. Nov. 17, 1950. $3.50. 

Ten years ago Mr. Hough wrote Editor, book 
which this reviewer unfortunately failed read. “Un- 
fortunately” the correct word the earlier book 
all similar the one being reviewed, probably 
was. Mr. Hough and his wife have been publishing 
the Vineyard Gazette, Edgartown Martha’s Vine- 
yard, for the past thirty years. This book filled with 
reasons why country editor’s life never dull. 
tells the different members the staff who have 
come and gone; takes you with him Middle- 
brook’s Restaurant lower Center Street, where you 
could get wonderful meal noon 
cents weekdays and wonderful turkey dinner 
Sundays for fifty cents; makes you acqueinted with 
the likeable but eccentric Miss Kirk; you visit Dr. Maple 
with him, and listen the waiting room the doctor 
play his violin before seeing his patients; you sympathize 
with him tries maintain the Gazette from being 
engulfed conflicts political religious nature. 


One envies the readers the for their oppor- 
tunity read the editorials written Mr. Hough. 
After reading this book you will like the paper and the 
community which makes its appearance every 
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Friday. Regarding the town, Mr. Hough writes sym- 
pathetically and lovingly: “At any time day the 
town still beautiful; even its negligent and cheap 
details beautiful, for these cannot disparage the 
white houses and trees, the old uncompromising sense 
order, the pattern set about us. There always 
the dome the sky down upon small place 
and upon men and women, children and animals, who 
follow the seasons and the years through lives that, 
spite all friction and differences, are merged into one 
life, that the town itself.” There more, much 
more this sort apparently effortless writing which 
you will like, and which will identify you evermore 
with the Vineyard Gazette, the Thunderer, one 
the staff observed, that goes out the world every 


Friday. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


The Hell Bomb 


Laurence, William 

Knopf. Jan. 198p. $2.75. 
For some time there has been speculation the pos- 
sibility constructing atomic weapon far more 
destructive than A-bomb which said capable 
incinerating millions people flash. has been 
aptly named the Hell Bomb, often referred the 
Hydrogen Bomb, simply the H-bomb. Most 
the fundamental scientific aspects this type 
weapon have already been discovered. the 
A-bomb depends upon the fission uranium plu- 
tonium for the release nuclear energy and can 
only limited size, the H-bomb depends upon the 
fusion duterium, form hydrogen, and open- 
ended weapon which means that can almost 
unlimited size. 


Mr. Laurence, well known for his science reporting and 
for his book Dawn Over Zero, has undertaken write 
what can told about the H-bomb. The physical 
principles such bomb are explained non-scien- 
tific language and the conclusion drawn that all 
probability can made. The author the opin- 
ion that because most the basic materials are hand 
will not take long nor would the effort required 
great develop this type bomb was the 
case the A-bomb. also guesses that might 
possible for have H-bomb early summer 
this year. explained that H-bomb would 
“ignited” A-bomb and that the main nuclear 
fuel, duterium, would “kindled” mixture 
duterium and tritium (double triple hydrogen, re- 
spectively). The duterium occurs nature and can 
extracted from water while tritium artificial 
isotope and has produced nuclear pile. 


Tritium, which radioactive with half life twelve 
years, obviously the most critical material for 
H-bomb and although can probably made suf- 
ficient quantities would the expense about 
eighty times much plutonium. How much tritium 
needed for one H-bomb course guarded secret 
and depends upon such factors the ignition tempera- 
ture the A-bomb used and the fusion time the 
duterium. 
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Another very significant aspect the H-bomb which 
makes potentially capable wiping out life the 
earth, least large portions it, discussed. 
poss sible that this type bomb could loaded, 
“rigged”, with some material such cobalt which 
would become radioactive during the explosion and 
would contaminate the entire atmosphere. 


Besides the questions the possibility making 
bomb and how long might take, Mr. Laurence also 
considers the question’ knowledge 
H-bomb and how long would take her make it. 

has little doubt that the Russians have most the 
really significant knowledge have, thanks Fuchs 
and other traitors, and furthermore that they are now 
developing it. may even possible that they 
ahead us. prevent the possibility being pre- 
sented with ultimatum surrender destroyed 
have choice but proceed develop the 
H-bomb without delay. Mr. Laurence takes issue with 
the group scientists who have urged the United 
States Government declare that shall never use 
the H-bomb first. Instead urges that declare 
once that shall not use against civilian popula- 
tions, unless are attacked first, and also that 
will not use H-bomb first. 


the appendix the author reviews the history the 
attempt international control atomic energy and 
weapons. Russia’s stand this question indicates her 
unwillingness meet half way agree any- 
thing but what would greatly her advantage. 
While being opposed inspections, except “de- 
clared” atomic plants, she has made every effort 
trick into destroying our A-bomb stock pile and our 
atomic energy plants while offering little more than 
promises return. The pos ssibility the H-bomb 
has further complicated the problem and 
Mr. Laurence sees hope the the 
use atomic weapons the international contro! 
atomic energy. 


not easy contemplate this new destructive force 


these uncertain times. Yet must 
survive. The Hell Bomb timely book which de- 
serves the attention every adult American. 


Joseph Ph.D., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Bagnold, Enid The Loved and Envied 
Doubleday. Jan. 1951. 276p. $3.00. 

Miss Bagnold hit the jackpot with two her previous 
novels, National Velvet and Serena Blandish, and 
likely have another best seller this tale fasci- 
nation and flirtation among the over-fiftyish idle rich. 
But will best seller only because woman’s 
novel, shrewdly directed those women who will 
most likely buy this kind sentimental balderdash. 
And that not say that Miss Bagnold not 
expert craftsman when comes weaving this sort 
tale; she writes with relish for the improbable people 
she presents, with just the right amount pseudo- 
philosophizing, and, for this Freudian age, just the 


Bagnold 


Best 
her clientele.) 

Ruby Maclean years age, and still dis 
tiactingly beautiful woman, capable keeping her old 
admirers devoted and winning the the 
younger male She happily married 
Sir Gynt Maclean, least trom her point view, 
and fro for parties and first-nights and chatty visits 
the capital glamor. Her old friend Edouard 
Bas-Pouilly has the neighboring estate, and 
leased one his cottages Alberti duca 
golo, extraordinarily fat and extraordinarily wealthy 
admirer who near seventy years age. Her only 
child, daughter named Miranda, victim 
ousy her mother’s supreme beauty and charm, 
well her mother’s neglect and failure under. 
stand the problem which rather plain daughter pre. 
sents such atmosphere she moves in. 
The stories selected assortment ancients, 
folk over fifty, which ancient for romantic 
novel), woven into the fabric which belle dame 
Ruby the warp. Ruby herself had been taken 
hand and cultivated into beauty her unfortunate 
aunt Fanny and had had one very brief affaire with 
Sir Beddoes Thomas, then Public tor and 
her senior age. Edouard seventy 
when dies heart failure, had been for thirty-three 
years keeping weekly trysts, with his devoted but 
married Rose, miserable litde two-room off the 
Avenue The Duke Alberti Marie-Inno 
cene Roccafergolo, (with handful other and 
lesser titles his name), had been and 
justly involved scandal England, whi studying 
Oxford, and had retreated into seclusion, 
but worshipped Ruby from discreet distance, finally 
leaving her heiress his immense fortune 
estates, jewels, and bank-balances, providing only 
modest annuity for Celestine, 
whom married keep near him. The Duke, too, 
seventy when dies. Sir Gynt, disturbed 
his daughter’s unfortunate marriage unscrupulous 
fortune-hunter, and also his wife’s lack percep- 
tion, tekes his woods and youthful interest night 
singing birds, then the Bible and goes off ona 
world tour himself, investigate the religious ideas 
Miranda, who had married Tuxie desperately 
her only chance, returns from the Jamaica plantation 
where she Tuxie had gone live, after Tuxie 
providently dies self-inflicted machete wound. She 
falls love with cousin, 
James Edouard Goethe Bas-Pouilly, though James 
falls love with her mother, the amazing Ruby. 
most, Miranda marries another desperate choice, dress 
designer Alberti had sent her to. But James has 
nized Miranda’s youth and beauty and proposes, 
the nick-o’-time. Then there are Rudi Holbein, play- 
wright, and his ex-wife Cora, who became 
guished painter after she left Rudi. Even Sir Beddoes 
Thomas brought back for last visit Ruby, 
interest birds which shares with Sir Gynt. 


The whole thing full chic and chi-chi. Much too 
rich for the normal healthy digestive system; but made 
order for ladies who have the leisure lounge with 
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bountiful box chocolate creams near-to-hand, and 
indulge themselves these literary marshmallow- 
pity that Miss Bagnold has wasted her 
considerable talent this tour- de-force. Her 

seem absurdly silly, not only their dodder- 
but their recounted youthful years. 
cake” would just about sum the whole thing. 


Richard Conlin, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Mure, Pierre Moulin Rouge 


Random. Nov. 1950. 438p. $3.50. 

Subtitled Novel Based the Life Henri 
Toulous--Lautrec”, this work precisely what pur- 
ports be, and fulfills almost completely the promise 
forth. The sole object pursued the author, 
the exclusion many the irrelevancies usually 
those who attempt this genre, achieved 
presenting the reader analysis not the art 
Toulouse-Lautrec, not his social and historical 
but the vital psychological factors that cor 
his development and artistic expression. 


His life observed from the point shortly before 
was stricken with ailment the effects which his 
dwarfish body never overcame, throughout his career, 
his death. succession the reader views Lautrec’s 
shoolboy days, his period art study and settling 
Montmartre, his bitter encounter with streetwalker 
and subsequent frequenting the lower dives, his 
political-artistic salon atmosphere, his 
geat love for intelligent and sympathetic man- 

and his tragic return the alcoholic back- 
the brasseries. 


After his release from private sanatorium, his natural 
for his mother results his return her home 
and the Sacraments the Church. (Whether this 
last historically accurate the reviewer does not know.) 
his deathbed learns his acceptance the 
louvre. contemporary classic, died without ever 
known normal life. 


Unlike most novels which venture into the lives the 
this work never appears too far the 
daboration the purely speculative succumb 
the temptation exaggerating the part the hero 
his day. But Moulin Rouge succeeds too well. 


Toulouse-Lautrec was great artist, and, fortunately 
unfortunately, the world can view the major portion 
his art without becoming involved the questions 
where and how the artist gained the background 
necessary for his genius operate. This novel, which 
vitalize his career the general public, lays 
stress upon the sexual. While seems that 
individual passages exceed the bounds that are fre- 
quently permitted passages other works, the sexu- 
this all-pervading and creates novel that 
recommended anyone but the serious 
the life this particular artist. 


must remembered that this novel and not 
biography could have produced the de- 
effect informing the student other means 
the elements Lautrec’s character and relationships 
that brought about the body his art. 
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However correct the psychological reconstruction his 
mind may this book, novel, however suc- 
cessful, cannot recommended reading. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, 


Caught 


Green, Henry 

Viking. Dec. 196p. $3.00. 
The critical acclaim which greeted the publication 
the United States British author Green’s two novels, 
Loving and Nothing, during the year just past, has 
probably prompted the rapid issue American edi- 
tions three more, Back, Concluding, and Caught. 
Obviously, Mr. Green has predilection for brief one- 
word titles, as, some thirty years ago, did Charles 
Norris, who was, however, more consistently mono- 
syllabic and less participial. 


Caught rambling, perhaps deliberately jumbled- 
together story man with social-register background 
and income who joins the Auxiliary Fire Service 
London and thus meets and mingles with men and 
women not listed Debrett, even the London 
telephone directories, folk from east Eastcheap 
from the burrows east and west Tottenham Court 
Road, and around Shepherd’s Market. Richard Roe 
widower with small son (who was, for few 
anxious hours, kidnapped from toy store the addle- 
pated sister Mr. Pye, the old “regular” who becomes 
sub-director the AFS section which Richard 
later assigned. Pye’s sister committed asylum 
the result her escapade and during the months 
developing tensions before and during the bomb-and- 
fire blitz, Pye wonders has not been responsible, 
during adolescent nocturnal escapade, for the frus- 
trations which unsettled his sister’s mind. But that 
beside the point that Roe has sent his son, the care 
his dead wife’s sister, Dy, (probably Diana), his 
country home, and makes several visits there, appar- 
ently attracted much his beautiful sister-in-law 
his awakening need for his son’s affection. But 
between-whiles the city dallies with one the 
more personable WAFS girls assigned his section, 
curries favor with his rougher, less-cultured comrades 
standing them drinks the nearby pub, and leads 
more less aimless, vague and unsatisfying wartime 
existence that culminates, degree, the night 
the Wapping docks are set ablaze. But one never 
very sure about Richard Roe Mr. Henry Green. 


the evidence Caught, Mr. Green great 
shakes novelist. His story ill-organized, his point- 
of-view rather dim, his style little more than careless 
way with sentence, naive reliance parentheses, 
and fondness for odd uses certain words which 
seems derive from Hemingway, (e.g., “her true 
hands”, permanence “permanence sap- 
sim.). has ear for dialogue, although 
every one seems speaking with the voice of, 
not the vocabulary Richard Roe, (or Henry Green). 
And there evident knack for characterization, 
for shrewd observation, which probably has matured 
later novels. Caught dated “June, 1940—Christ- 
mas, 1942”. reflects the confusion those thirty 
months London; but not much besides. 
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Green, Henry Concluding 


Viking. Dec. 28, 1950. $3.00. 
Although Henry Green novelist long standing— 
since 1926, exact—he now considered the 
critics “new literary figure” the mode Chris- 
topher Fry and the other Christopher, Isherwood. This 
classification originates from the recent reprinting, 
America, least five books previously issued 
Great Britain. Concluding peers penetratively into 
some future peaceful era English history wherein 
the current Korean crisis and other world conflicts 
have been resolved and the only invasion feared 
the encroachment solicitous Socialistic state 
upon every phase human activity, including the 
process growing old. 

Concluding might termed satire, not the tradi- 
tion, course, the great satirists such Swift and 
Pope, nor even the thin-bladed humorous spirit 
Evelyn Waugh, probably because difficult 
adequately satirize the things which are not real 
yet but only imagined such. The others have had 
greater success because they pierce the current preten- 
sions their age. 

Concluding tells, multitudinous detail, the events 
summer day, some future year this twentieth 
century, baronial estate which has been converted 
into training-school for young women who plan 
enter into State service. The school’s functions and 
functionaries, observed the reader the span 
time from dawn until midnight, indicate that this insti- 
tution microcosm the Socialistic bureaucracy 
and red tape enveloping the whole England, thus af- 
fording the author opportunity critize the entirety 
means the part. There are three parallel threads 
implied plot: the story the administration the 
girls’ school pair acidulous spinsters, Miss Baker 
and Miss Edge, and the destruction their air 
official complacency the unexplained disappearance 
two students, one whom later found awkward 
and possibly unconventional circumstance; next, the 
narrative the retired Mr. Rock, who, reward 
for never-disclosed “great services the has 
been granted the privilege residing the gardener’s 
cottage the school ground, thus causing both annoy- 
ance the female gorgons account his pig-raising 
hobby and also suspicion unspecified senile perver- 
sions with the impressionable young boarding students. 
The third focal point interest the briefly developed 
romance between Mr. Rock’s daughter, Elizabeth, and 
Sebastian Birt, economics professor the school, for 
both whom sex the anodyne any disturbing 
situation. 

The interweaving these plots most unsatisfying. 
Much what promised the opening chapters 
never fulfilled. All action peters out much the 
same way the conversational lines degenerate into 
pedestrian mumblings. The cause the girls’ disap- 
pearance never explained, the old man’s destiny 
still unsettled after 250 pages, the official reaction 
the headmistress and her aide unmentioned, and 
even the fleshly ties which bind Liz and Sebastian to- 
ether after their first hedgerow meeting are scarcely 
mentioned afterwards. The most real thing about the 
book its air amorality and purposeless view life. 
Green may have intended symbolic his satire. 


Green Maugham —..Skorzeny 


Best 


But all symbolism requires stronger base than tha 
afforded the nebulous world Great Britain, 


Concluding, for all its patches fine descriptive writ 
ing, too much wax-museum portrait 
tion considered even good much less greg 
novel. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Maugham, Somerset Trio 


Doubleday. Dec. 1950. 156p. $2.50. 


Trio, like the successful Quartet before it, contains 
cellent stories Somerset Maugham, and the 
scripts those stories successfully filmed 
Arthur Rank. The screen adaptations are 
ham, Sherriff, and Noel Langley. 


The Verger tells the amusing tale verger who, 
after being fired from fashionable church for illiteracy, 
verger rather enjoys the idea that had taken time 
out become educated man would not 
been successful one. 

Mr. Know-All concerns the persistent insolent 
manner annoying live wire personality who proves 
the end that where young lady and costly string 
pearls are concerned knows how exercise dis 
cretion better’s part chivalry. 

Sanitorium, narrated Maugham’s well-known Ashen- 
dale, the story charming rogue and beautiful 
recluse who fell love and decided marry even 
though they knew their happiness was gamble but 
few months. 

The stories, sparkling with quiet wit, and mastery 
technique, occasionally show, within their wearing, the 
slender thread genius; the screen adaptations, closely 
paralleling the original narratives only further prove 
that Maugham knows how tell story and tell 
weil—so well that nothing essential lost transfer 
ance another media expression. 

Interesting and entertaining, the stories are also 
cally instructive. 


James Gallagher, 
New York City 


Skorzeny’s Secret Missions 
Dutton. 


Skorzeny, Otto 
Translated from the French Jacques 
Jan. 256p. $3.00. 

This but one more the flood Can 
Told” books, with which the generals, admirals, 
ticians, and aides great men both sides World 
War II, have overwhelmed since the Armistice. 
Otto Skorzeny was one the most fanatical admirers 
Hitler and Mussolini, and all they stood for, and 
tells this book something his part the late war, 
always very anxious that should understand the 
greatness and originality his military genius (but 
never allowing believe that either his ghost 
writer their translator had any idea about how 
write—for the writing execrable). 

Three episodes the War, all which Skorzeny 
played his part brilliantly (or says) highlight the 
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the capture Mussolini, after his arrest the 
King Victor Emmanuel; the Nazi coup 
Hungary (this chapter headed Intervene Hun- 
and the Battle the Bulge, one result which 
was the surrender themselves Skorzeny and 
half-dozen fellow-officers the Allies Salzburg. 
Other matters touched upon are the 1944 attempt 
Hitler’s life, about which new “startling infor- 
mation revealed; the desire Himmler bomb New 
York rockets launched from submarines; and the 
adaptation Skorzeny Lord Mountbatten’s “com- 
mando” techniques, for German purposes. 


For students World War events, the book per- 
haps useful; the general reader will find dull and 
very hard read, partly, perhaps, because this 
English translation from the French translation 
original. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Franci Redemption 
Nov. 21, 1950. 249p. $3.00. 
Francis Stuart seems eloquent man, and cer- 
past the first bloom youth; yet this 
novel gives the impression being somewhat in- 
and rather immature. the blurb the 
dust jacket, Compton Mackenzie hints 
Stuart and Dostoievsky; means pay 
but actually does disservice inviting 
from which Stuart must suffer terribly. 
Obviously written for dual purpose, teach and 
controversy, this novel too weak for the 
either purpose, though may occasion 
little theorizing among the dilettanti 
cries outrage from militant Catholics. 
The basic story wanderer, Ezra, returned 
after having experienced the agonies war 
the continent. living apart from his wife because 
she had failed him his hour need—said failure 
consisting her refusal set pleasant, liberal 
household which would include him and his mistress. 
now believes his mistress dead, killed bomb- 
ing raid, but still cannot return his wife. has 
two friends, astonishingly naive priest and 
brutal fishmonger. fit jealousy, the fishmonger 
his shopgirl and confesses his guilt Ezra. The 
crime great assistance Ezra his efforts edu- 
the priest’s sister: first shocks her telling 
the murder and then seduces her. The priest 
all, forgives all; he, his sister, Ezra, Ezra’s re- 
turned mistress, and the fishmonger come live to- 
peaceful community rooms above the fish 
sore. The murderer dies for his crime but only after 
the priest’s sister becomes greater still marrying the 
doomed man. 
Symbolism, sometimes rather cloudy, runs through the 
symbol Christ and the same time 
the earthy satisfaction impulses. The con- 
fusion here not the symbolism but the mind 
the author. Throughout there are various symbolic 
allusions the complacency the ordinary, ordered 
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Christian life, which misunderstood and confused 
with the lukewarmness abhorred Christ. The author 
times hints understanding life too deep 
communicated. Obscurity not, however, the 
basic difficulty. This difficulty that the book 
tendentious and must therefore partially measured 
the message gives; and the thought behind 
shallow. Apparently Stuart thought that was mani- 
festing some similarity Blake, and quotation from 
Blake, innocent appearance but 
phemous its connotations, stands the beginning 
the book. There some similarity conviction, 
but the novel presents neither the madly logical blas- 
phemy Blake—thank God—nor much else take 
its place. 

Stuart unfortunate the protagonist creates. 
Ezra, who may legimately assumed represent the 
author least large part, irresponsible egoist 
who wants reconstruct the world because has not 
been able live it, remake Christianity out his 
own faint glimmerings its meaning, and abandon the 
institution marriage which has never understood. 
has some good points. appropriately sharp 
pointing out that complacent Christians, living 
quiet, duck-pond world, never feel the sympathetic 
love that great tragedy awakens. Yet says all this 
with sophomoric pride, with the wearing air one who 
self-pity. The world wrong because everybody 
has not felt the same pain that has experienced; his 
wife wrong because she did not remake herself his 
image. 

There some poignant truth here, but mixed 
with good deal rot. The questions have been 
asked before, and much better answers indicated. 


William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York City 


Sertillanges, Father Antonin, O.P. Recollection 
Translated the Dominican Nuns Corpus Christi Mon- 
astery, Menlo Park, Cal. McMullen. Dec. 15, 1950. 235p. 
$1.50. 

Father Sertillanges, Dominican, recently deceased, 
member the French Institute, considered one 
the outstanding modern philosophers and theologians. 
During his life, held the chair philosophy the 
Catholic University Paris. wielded strong in- 
fluence over the youth and the laity 
1909, founded with Father Barge “La Revue 
Jeunesse” and thus brought the laity whom could 
not contact articles dogma, morals, apologetics and 
history. became the center Catholic Action, cul- 
ture and philosophy. has often been said that many 
returned the flock because 
influence. 

Recollection primarily intended for the laity. 
the reader will find meditations interior life such 
“Myself”, “Time”, “The Art Liv- 
ing’, “Poverty and Father 
Sertillanges points out: “My meditation ascen- 
sion, purification, straight-shot arrow. extricate 
myself from what inferior favor what excel- 
lent, supreme.” 


Hickey 


Father Sertillanges very practical and makes feel 
that once God has been found through meditation one 
cannot fail find him everywhere. attacks all 
problems most forcefully. death says: “There 
need wishing for what men call glorious 
death; the death every man Christ glorious 
death.” touches all problems which faces lay 
man, crystallizes them and offers solution which 
found uniting ourselves Him who conquered 
death and delivered from it. 


This book should appeal the laity and can 
source peace these disturbed times. contains 
brilliant commentaries Paschal, Baudelaire, Kath- 
rine Mansfield, Goethe, Nietzsche and many others. 
Philosophers should appreciate this work 
wishing deeper interior life should make their 
breviary for the present year. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Best 


Hickey, Rev. The Scarlet 
Palm Publishers Press Services Limited, Montreal, 
Dec. 1950. 277p. $3.00. 

Father Hickey was Chaplain the North Shore Reg. 
ment the Third Canadian Division, regiment 
men from that part New Bruswick which 
Father Hickey was born and for which was ordained 
tells the story his years with “the outfit” through 
its mobilization, early and advanced training, its 
the Normandy invasion and the Holland and 
gian battles—with accounts his leave excursions 
Ireland and elsewhere—in unaffected, genial, 
loquial manner that must have endeared him his 
men, but will not recommend his book for 
honors. not much more than expanded 
series casual reminiscences peppered with 
names officers and men from the regiment and the 
division. Likely enough, not intended mor 
than just that. will “best seller” among the 
families the many men who are affectionately 
corded its pages. 


— 
VoL. 
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